
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lewis' Trilemma Chart 
This chart was adapted from the ‘Jesus Claims to be God’ chart by the Josh McDowell Ministry (see Evidence That Demands a Verdict book). 
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JESUS SAYS HE IS GOD 
MAKE YOUR DECISION 

Jesus KNEW his 
claims were FALSE 

 

Jesus did NOT 
KNOW his claims 

were FALSE 

 
Jesus knowingly 

MISREPRESENTED 
HIMSELF 

 

Jesus was a 
HYPOCRITE 

Jesus was a LIAR 

Jesus was a DEMON 

Jesus was a FOOL 
for he died for it 

Jesus was 
SINCERELY 
DELUDED 

 
Jesus was a 

LUNATIC 

Outcome 

Jesus can NOT be: 
1. A Wise man. 
2. Moral teacher. 
3. Good teacher. 
4. Good prophet. 
5. Good angel. 
6. Good alien. 

 

Jesus’ claims were 
TRUE 

 

Outcome 

Jesus can NOT be: 
1. A Wise man. 
2. Moral teacher. 
3. Good teacher. 
4. Good prophet. 
5. Good angel. 
6. Good alien. 

 

Jesus IS the LORD 
GOD 

Outcome 

You can 
 

ACCEPT GOD 

Outcome 

You can 
 

REJECT GOD 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really 
foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready 

to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t 
accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we 

must not say. A man who was merely a man and said 
the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral 

teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level 
with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else 

he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your 
choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or 
else a madman or something worse. You can shut him 

up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a 
demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and 

God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher. He has not left 

that open to us. He did not intend to.” 
― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (pages 54–56) 

Claims to be God 
Isaiah 9:6 

Matthew 28:18 
John 1:1 

John 1:14 
1 John 5:7 

John 5:22-23 
John 8:58 

John 10:30 
John 14:9 

John 20:28 
1 Timothy 3:16 
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